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Mi crographia. 

the other fides as much outwards beyond the limits of a Globe 3 j u ft as 
it would happen, if a heap of exaftly round Balls of foft Clay were heap'd 
upon one another 3 or, as I have often feen a heap of fmall Globules of 
Quicksilver, reduc’d to that form by rubbing it much in a glaz’d Veffel, 
with fome llimy or lluggilh liquor, fuch as Spittle, when though the top 
of the upper Globules be very neer fpherical, yet thofe that are preft 
upon by others , exactly imitate the forms of thefe lately mention’d 
grains. 

Where thefe grains touch each other, they are lo hrmly united or 
fettled together, that they feldom part without breaking a hole in one 
or th’other of them, luch as a, a, a, c, c , &c. Some of which fractions, 

as a , a, a, a, where the touch has been but light, break no more then 
the outward cruft, or firft (hell of the ftone, which is of a white colour, 
a little dafh’d with a brownifh Yellow, and is very thin, like the fhell of an 
Egg : and I have feen fome of thofe grains perfectly refemble fome kind 
of Eggs : both in colour and fhape : But where the union of the contiguous 
granules has been more firm, there the divulfion has made a greater 
Chafm, as at b,b,b, in fo much that I have obferv’d fome of them quite 
broken in two, as at c , c, c, which has difcovered to me a further refem- 
blance they have to Eggs, they having an appearance or a white and yelk, 
by two differing fubftances that envelope and encompafs each other. 

That which we may call the white was pretty whitifh neer the yelk, 
but more dufkie towards the fhell 3 fome of them I could plainly per- 
ceive to be (hot or radiated like a Pyrites or fir e-Jlone 3 the yelk in fome 
I faw hollow, in others fill’d with a dufkie brown and porous fub- 

ftance like a kind of pith. . , . T . . , 

The fmall pores, or interfiitia eeee betwixt the Globules, I plainly 
faw,and found by other trials to be every way pervious to air and water, 
for I could blow through a piece of this ftone of a confiderable thicknels, 
as eafily as I have blown through a Cane, which minded me of the pores 
which Des Cartes allow his materia fubtilis between the ethereal globules. 

The obieft, through the Microfcope , appears like a Congeries or heap 
of Pibbles, fuch as I have often feen caft up on the fhore, by the work- 
ing of the Sea after a great ftorm, or like (in fhape, though not colour) 
a company of fmall Globules of Quickfilver, look d on with a Microfcope, 
when reduc’d into that form by the way lately mentione . n per- 
haps this laft may give fome hint at the manner of the formation of he 
former : For fuppofing fome Lapidefcent fubftance to be generated or 
fome way brought (either by fome commixture of bodies in the Sea it 
felf or protruded in, perhaps, out of fom efubtcrraneous caverns) to the 
^ttom^fthe Sea^and there remaining in the fOTm 
filver heterogeneous to the ambient Saline fluid, it may by g 

and tumblings of the Sea to and fro be 

fuch Globules as may afterwards be hardned into Flints, the 1 ) g 
which one upon another, when in the Sea being not very hard, b tea- 
lon of the weight of the incompaffing fluid, may caufe the tmdei 
be a little,though not much, varied from a globular Figure. But t is^J 

by the by. 


M ICROCRAPH 1 A. 

After what manner this KMen« ?> -jio„e fliould be S enc ”? d 1 

After vvn there to view the place, and obiervetnecn 

learn, having ne b from the ftru ft ure of it to be generated 

r“ - Sb#« once more fluid, and afterwards by degrees growing 
“almoTata the fame manner as I fuppofed the generation of 

1 1 iTr tvllatevcnverc the caufe of its curious texture, we may learn this 
• (••An from it- that even in thole things which we accountvile, 

rude^and coorfe, Nature has not been wanting to fhew abundance of cu- 

r *°W^ *my hei^find ^Stone* l^hel p of a A/icrofcope, to be made up of 
abundance of fmall Balls, which do but juft touch each other, and yet 
there being fo many contains, they make a firm hard mafs, or a Stone much 

harder then Free-ftone. . _ . , 

Next though we can by a Microfcope difeern fo curious a lhapein the 

particles, yet to the naked eye there fcarce appears any fuch thing 3 
which may afford us a good argument to think, that even in thole bodies 
alfo, whole texture we are not able to difeern, though help’d with Micro- 
[copes, there may be yet latent fo curious a Schematifme , that it may abun- 
dantly latisfie the curious fearcher, who fhall be lb happy as to find fome 
way to dilcover it. 

Next, we here find a Stone, though to the naked eye a very dole one, 
yet every way perforated with innumerable pores, which are nothing elfe 
but the interjlitia^DtVNCtn thole multitudes of minute globular particles, 
that compole the bulk it felf 3 and thefe pores are not only difeover’d by 
the Microfcope , but by this contrivance. 

I took a pretty large piece of this ftone, and covering it all over with 
cement, lave only at two oppofite parts, I found my le If able, by blowing 
in at one end that was left open, to blow my lpittle,with which I had wet 
the other end, into abundance of bubbles, which argued thefe pores to 
be open and pervious through the whole ftone, which affords us a very 
pretty inftance of the poroufnefs of fome leemingly clofe bodies,of which 
kind I fhall anon have occafion to fubjoyn many more, tending to prove 
the fame thing. 

I muft not here dmit to take notice, that in this body there is not a 
vegetative faculty that Ihould fo contrive this ftrufture for any peculiar 
ufe of Vegetation or growth, whereas in the other inftances of vegetable 
porous bodies, there is an anima , or forma informant, that does contrive 
all the Structures and Mechanifmes of the conftituting body, to make 
them fubfervient and ufefull to the great Work or Function they are to 
perform. And fo I ghels the pores in Wood, and other vegetables, in 
bones, and other Animal fubftances, to be as fo many channels,provided by 
the Great and Ahvife Creator, for the conveyance of appropriated juyees 
to particular parts. And therefore,that this may tend, or be pervious all 
towards one part, and may have impediments,as valves or the like, to any 
other 3 but in this body we liave very little reafon to fulpeft there Ihould 
be any fuch defign, for it is equally pervious every way, not onely for- 
ward. 



